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Tomorrow, we all go to vote to express our position 

regarding the draft Constitution in which we all made an 

input. 

I want to say from the outset that this is an important 

process that will push this country forward and we must 

come out in our large numbers to express our position on 

the new charter. 

The onus has always been on us as leaders to respect the 

rights of the people, to respect human life and to do those 

things that are in the interest of this country and its 

people.  



 

 That can only happen if we sincerely believe in 

Constitutionalism.  

The new charter gives us an opportunity to start afresh as 

a nation and to begin a new era of respecting the 

supremacy of the Constitution. 

We need to be sincere and stubborn in defending the 

many rights and progressive provisions enshrined in this 

new Charter, including the basic freedoms of speech, 

assembly and association.  

Those of us who were in the Constitutional movement 

and who see a people’s charter as a key national demand 

view this new Constitution as a positive and welcome 

result after decades of blood, sweat and tears.  

Having been brutalised over the years, the MDC will 

vote Yes tomorrow because we see a grand opportunity 

for this nation to start afresh and to set this country 



 

towards a new path and a new era of freedom and 

democracy.  

I am the founding chairperson of the National 

Constitutional Assembly so I see this new Constitution as 

a baby of the people’s struggle for a new and democratic 

dispensation.  

It is a Constitution that respects the rights and freedoms 

of citizens, recognises the role of women and is in many 

respects a big and positive movement from the 

provisions of the current Constitution that we have 

amended 19 times.. 

It is one thing having a good Constitution and quite 

another to respect it. I hope that in the run up to the next 

election, the rights and freedoms of ordinary 

Zimbabweans in the Constitution will be truly respected 

and upheld. 



 

Finally, the world must keep its eyes on Zimbabwe. 

SADC and the AU, as the guarantors of this government 

must ensure full compliance and implementation of this 

Constitution once the people endorse it.  

 

This is important because in the past four year we have 

realised we can agree on many key issues but fall 

dismally short on implementation. This Constitution 

must be respected and implemented to the spirit and 

letter.  

Nothing short of a credible election will improve our 

image in the family of nations. This new Constitution 

represents a major step toward a free and fair election. 

I urge everyone across the country and in all social 

stations to Vote Yes tomorrow. 



 

In the past two weeks, I have travelled the length and 

breadth of the country, holding town hall meetings with 

Zimbabweans from all walks of life. I witnessed and 

shared their excitement at this prospect of a new 

Zimbabwe with a new and democratic set of values 

where we will all be important stakeholders recognised 

by our Constitution.  

The women, youths, war veterans, the disabled, the 

workers, journalists and political activists should all unite 

and Vote Yes for this new charter that represents a giant 

step forward for the people of Zimbabwe. 

Yesterday, I was in Bulawayo and the people were 

equally excited by the many new and progressive clauses 

in the Constitution, which in itself is a significant 

achievement of both the inclusive government and the 



 

MDC as outlined in our party’s roadmap  and Congress 

resolutions.  

This Constitution is a symbol of transformation and is a 

loud announcement of the advent of a new dispensation.   

I will vote Yes tomorrow.  

Let us all go out in large numbers and Vote Yes to  set a 

good foundation for a new Zimbabwe with a new set of 

values that respect human dignity and that will poise our 

beloved country for democracy, growth and 

development. 

 

I thank you. 

 


